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and when live birds in aviaries are studied as generally
as skins and stufied specimens, we may hope to see some
useful results arrived at in the acclimatization of new game
birds. The idea that Snipes will not feed in confinement
is a mistake, more than one species having been successful-
ly kept in that condition. But of course their natural
food of worms should be offered them at first; chopped
parboiled liver is said to keep the common Snipe well
Snipe as a group are very largely worm-eaters, but they
also devour insects and small shell-fish. Worms, however,
form their piece de resistance, and for obtaining this food
their long bills are beautifully adapted, while the position
of the eye so far back enables the bird to keep a look-out
while it has got its bill in the ground. The idea that they
4'live by suction" is of course entirely wrong ; as a matter
of fact, they are most gross and greedy feeders.
In the northern countries where they breed, their nests
are on the ground, and four eggs of a somewhat pear-shaped
form, and very large for the size of the bird, are laid.
During the breeding season they, the males at all events,
fly about, making various curious sounds according to the
species.
They are not very sociable birds, and usually keep by
themselves out of the breeding season, though a suitable
locality may bring several together. They generally feed
at night, and are quiet and inactive during the day. In-
deed, compared with their lively relatives the Sandpipers
and Plovers, they are very dull birds altogether—regarded
simply as birds. Before the gun and on the table few
birds, if any, are equally interesting.
To proceed to their discrimination and classification.
The distinctions between Woodcocks and other Snipes are
not very great. Woodcocks are more thick-set and
shorter on the leg, which is feathered right down to the
hock. Moreover, their wings are broader, and their heads

